ABSTRACT

Invasive species are becoming increasingly important to mention when talking about
environmental problems globally. Invasive species are a threat to global biodiversity and
often contribute to problems that humans are facing as well. The risk of an increased amount
of invasive species settling in Sweden are rising in correlation to the changes of the climate
zones. The purpose of this study is therefore to help raise awareness and knowledge
surrounding the Spanish slug (Arion Vulgaris). The focus of this study is their behaviour as
an invasive species and how to counteract their dispersion in Sweden. Varying methods were
used in order to answer the different questions of the study. One of them was “What is the
growth rate for the Spanish slug?” which were answered by regularly weighing the slugs. The
compiled data of the growth rates were further analysed for a deeper understanding of the life
cycle and development. The analysis shows that despite the slugs continuous increase in
weight throughout their whole life, the primary growth is found in the earliest stages of the
life cycle. The youngest slugs have the highest food intake in relation to their body weight
which also contributes to the higher growth rate. In summary the Spanish slug poses the
biggest threat to other species and surrounding vegetation in the earliest stages of their life

cycle.



